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John 21.1-25    

 What are You Doing for the Rest of Your Life? 
Ch 20 CLIMAX John’s Gospel: JESUS – God who became man > DIED, ROSE

Climax but NOT END > What does GOOD NEWS MEAN to His Disciples?

Chapt 1 CALLING FOLLOWERS > Joined, Watched, Listened > NOW What?

Chapt 21 > BEAUTIFUL Sea Side SETTING > Sea, Sky, Sun Coming Up

What does Risen Jesus INTEND for HIS FOLLOWERS? What of FUTURE?

1. Relationship 

2. Discipleship 

3. Partnership

1. Relationship
John’s Thesis > JESUS is God in Human Flesh > So WE CAN KNOW Him

…to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God…We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
John 1.12,14

a. Honest > Sometimes we IGNORE the ELEPHANT in the PARLOR
SOME Churches NEVER MOVE beyond the TRITE and SUPERFICIAL 

STORY of Muslim Immigrant in CHICAGO, Illinois, USA….

Out of curiosity, I decided to visit a church one Sunday. I arrived early and stood at the side as people walked in. No one removed his shoes at the door. Didn’t they consider this a holy place? Most of the women looked like there were trying to enter a Miss America pageant. They laughed and carried on in a most immodest way - even seating themselves with the men! The young people that arrived at the church door looked like they wanted to be a million miles away. No one took any notice of me, and those who glanced my way seemed cold and distant. There was a coldness about the whole place. During the service, everyone seemed bored. Some were whispering and joking around. A few were even chewing gum. These people did not seem to know the God I knew…My heart was filled with gratitude that I was a Muslim.  










    Muslim Immigrant to Chicago, IL, USA

Jesus came to LAKE to TALK ABOUT MORE than FISHING and WEATHER 

Gathered around a Fire > PETER “Oh no! BEEN THERE, DONE THAT!”

Days before > Peter warmed over Fire in Courtyard of High Priest: Jerusalem

     Around those Coals > He had denied Jesus with a Solemn Oath > 3 Times

v. 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" 

HOW’S THAT FOR A CHALLENGE to your Morning DIGESTION?? 

One Can NEVER ACCUSE Jesus of FAILING to GET TO THE POINT 

SIN Cannot be SWEPT UNDER Carpet > Moves Into LIGHT, Judgment, Grace 
JESUS NOW FOCUSES ATTN ON PETER  > Long Dreaded moment for Peter

PETER > Ever Impetuous > Had JUMPED OUT OF THE BOAT to See Him

But Now that they’re alone > Probably an ANXIOUS MOMENT

Sometimes OUR Experience with God > Especially when we FEEL GUILTY

WE WANT TO RUN TO HIM > AND RUN AWAY FROM HIM > Same Time

MEANING:  “love me more than these?"  Fish? Fishing? OTHER DISCIPLES?
Peter: "Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will" Matthew 26.33

v. 15-17 "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you."  Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?"   He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." “The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"   Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you."   

VERY INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE > 1st Meeting since Peter’s Denial

Ch 21 > Restoration of Peter > transition to Acts > Plays key role in 1st half book

NO MENTION of Denial > CENTRAL ISSUE > Do you love Jesus? 

Priority of RELATIONSHIP > More important than what we DO or Don’t Do

NATURALLY PETER IS PROBABLY THINKING much of his 3 DENIALS
Seared Deep Wound in his Soul > HOT IRON > “wept bitterly”

IMPLIED by Jesus asking the Question > 3 Times > 3 Denials > 3 Affirmations

2 Different Greek words used for LOVE in Dialogue > Phileo, Agape 

John uses 2 WORDS INTERCHANGEABLY in WHOLE Gospel > Synonyms 

BESIDES JESUS AND PETER WERE NOT SPEAKING GREEK > Aramaic

“Peter do you love me more than ANYONE and ANYTHIING?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him THIRD Time, "Do you love me?"

THAT NUMBER 3 WAS PAINFULLY IMPRINTED ON HIS CONSCIENCE

ONLY through HONESTY with GOD and MAN > We get RIGHT with GOD 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 





1 John 1.8,9

Living in HONESTY before GOD > Way to KEEP RELATIONSHIP 

For PETER > Special Joy of RESURRECTION > for him RESTORATION – 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead








1 Peter 1.3

b. Natural > WHAT were they DOING FISHING in GALILEE??
Some Commentators have NEGATIVE Opinion ABOUT JOURNEY > 

complete apostasy/…unthinkable/…aimless activity undertaken in desperation…

BUT Jesus SENT them to GALILEE > > Where they were SUPPOSED to BE 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee…where Jesus had told them to go. 

Matthew 28.16
What ELSE would THEY Do in GALILEE? > GO FISHING!
7 of 12 Apostles FISHERMEN> Needed Qualities of COURAGE & PATIENCE

WHILE WAITING > FISHING TRIP not Sign of Disobedience

Tommy Jitchaku > our Insurance Agent in Hawaii > met him in Supermarket

Market Basket filled with Potato chips and beer “Well, I gotta eat!”

Even APOSTLES have to EAT >  v. 3 "I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you."

No DISTINCTION between SACRED and SECULAR > All under God 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 










1 Corinthians 10.31

v. 7 Simon Peter…wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water.

STRANGE > Put your COAT ON to GO SWIMMING > WHY??
Word in ( ) LIT. GYMNOS = Peter was NAKED / TMI – Too Much Information

Stripped down to SKIVIES > Maybe even SUNNING in the BUFF

Jesus was NOT AGAINST the FISHING TRIP or the FISHERMEN 
v. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught."

    He CREDITS Them for WORK > But HE CALLED them INTO their NETS! 

God is even in the Details of Life > See His Hand 

For Peter > JESUS is Lord of the Sea > Master and Maker of Human Soul

Real Christianity is to be spiritual in the natural and natural in the spiritual. 












Unknown 
c. Forever > RELATIONSHIP is ETERNAL > Quality and Quantity of Life
Jesus Prayer to His Father > Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.


John 17.3

Part of REASON for Writing of Chapter 21….

Squelch a Rumor – FALSE IDEA - Jesus said Apostle John would never Die

v. 22 “Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return…” 

JESUS WILL RETURN Either He WILL Come FOR US / or We’ll GO to HIM

v. 23 “the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?" This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down.”

BREAKFAST Meeting > REAL ISSUES of LIFE > Its PURPOSE and END

 A Cross to be Carried > Long Distance Obedience in the Same Direction

CHRISTIAN LIFE is a MARATHON not just a SPRINT

Road to Discipleship is the PATHWAY TO THE CROSS

Peter is FACED WITH THE COST OF HIS OBEDIENCE

Peter could not serve until he learned that DEATH is part of God’s Plan

When Jesus said He was going to die > Peter said "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"




Matthew 16.22

When they came to arrest Jesus > Peter FOUGHT with the ARRESTERS

Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. 





John 18.10

v. 18 “I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. 

MORE than Description of  GROWING OLD “where you do not want to go”

PROPHECY OF EXECUTION

“When a person has settled the matter of his death > he is ready to serve & live!”

Church Tradition > Peter was Crucified – UPSIDE DOWN?
Jesus: Peter “I tell you the truth…you WILL do this” You will NOT let me down

Peter lived and served THREE DECADES with PREDICTION over his Head

JOY and CONFIDENCE in Life > Settle the Matter of the END of your LIFE

Following Jesus > MORE than FAD, PHASE, FLEETING CAUSE

…the blessed hope--the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us…


 Titus 2.13

HOPE for John > NOT ONLY FOR THE FUTURE > Blessed Hope is ours Now

Theme of John –…that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

John 20.31 

2. Discipleship

Relationship PROMISE of Love for Jesus > Brought DUTY TO FOLLOW 

If you love me, you will obey what I command.



John 14.15  

JESUS takes our WORD SERIOUSLY > Say we LOVE him NOT SLOGAN

a. Follow Him > THIRD LAKESIDE Encounter with Jesus for Peter

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew…"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him.  










Matthew 4.18-20

SECOND Calling of Peter > Perhaps in this interval he wandered away

Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.      Luke 5.11
John 21 > 3rd SeaSide Mtg btwn Peter & Jesus > who had just Denied 3 Times

SAME BASIC Message > v. 19 Jesus said…to him, "Follow me!"
FUNDAMENTALS of DISCIPLESHIP > SIMPLE > Word, Prayer, Spirit
PETER Writes at END of his LIFE > DISCIPLINE that Carried Him Thru LIFE
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness… make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 










2 Peter 1.3-9

b. Call others to Follow Him > from Catching FISH to Catching MEN
Ch 21 > Better understand Mission to World > Announce News of Resurrection 

Why Galilee? > Perhaps leaving Jerusalem – stronghold of Jewish traditionalism

OPENS WIDER VIEW TO GLOBAL MISSION SOON TO BE INAGURATED

v. 3 NIGHT OF FISHING “but that night they caught nothing”

Pride was Wounded/ Stomachs were Empty/ Eyes Heavy / Bodies were Tired

SOME SMART ALECK HECKLER FROM THE SHORE 

v. 5 “Friends” > YOUNG MEN > that’s what these guys were > early 20’s 

Lit. > BRITISH English = LADS // AMERICAN English = GUYS

“Haven’t you any fish?” > POURED SOME SALT IN THEIR WOUNDS!

v. 6 "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some."

 Who’s this Arm Chair Fisherman? > You don’t catch any fish in morning light!

WELL MAYBE > just maybe > This is the Master of Sea and Sky > Let’s Try

153 Fish Filled their Nets > DEEP MEANING IN NUMBER > Means 153 Fish! 

JEROME > Church Father > 153 Species of Fish in Sea // Mission to all Nations

MEANING > John the Apostle, “the beloved disciple” was there to Count them! 

NO FISHERMAN would Fish in Morning on Sea of Galilee

EXCEPT THE ONE WHO OWNS ALL THE FISH IN THE SEA

2nd CALL > …they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.
Luke 5.6,7  

WOW! You mean they actually have to WORK TOGETHER to get Big Catch?

NOW THAT’S A MISSIOLOGICAL CONCEPT to Think About!

ONLY RIGHT RESPONSE TO DEMONSTRATION OF SOVEREIGNTY 

When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!”






Luke 5.8
NOW > John 21 > 153 FISH > Divine Miracle > Reminder to a Sinful Man 

In the Gospels the disciples never catch fish without Jesus help! Raymond Brown
THINK they Know FISHING > ‘fishing is what I DO!’ > EYE/I PROBLEM! 

I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 


John 15.5

MANY FISH > Fulfillment of Prophetic PROMISES: New Day, New Temple

I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple…Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live. Fishermen will stand along the shore…there will be places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds…Ezekiel 47.1-10
JESUS CHANGES IMAGE FROM FISHERMAN TO SHEPHERD 

v. 15 Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." v. 16 Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 

v. 17 Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.  They’re CHRIST’S SHEEP – NOT Peter’s 
POWER OF FORGIVENESS > Full, Free and COMPLETE > NEW in Christ 

We would have not banned Peter from Church > “oh no, he can come around”

WE CAN USE SOME HELP > fold bulletins or work in Sunday School, Usher? 

NEVER CONSIDER as Candidate for APOSTLE TO THE JEWS

Be one of ROCKS on which the Church would be BUILT

Jesus said “I Believe in you Peter”
AMAZING ENCOURAGEMENT to have Someone think you will Succeed

Go to a PRISON and ask Inmates > How many of your parents said you were going to be FAILURE, NEVER AMOUNT TO MUCH > Most heard that 

SELF-FULFILLING PROPHEHCY > Established it by their own Words

NEW CHRISTIAN great encouragement in my Pastor Charles Svendsen

Church had less than 100 members > Youth Group over 100 > ENCOURAGED

Grew to weekly ministry to young people > Hundreds were Changed

HAVING FAITH IN CHRIST IS VERY IMPORTANT

BUT WHAT IS MORE IMPORTANT IS CHRIST’S FAITH IN US

3. Partnership

a. With Brothers  FOLLOW JESUS > He’s NOT ALONE > HE HAS A BRIDE 
vs. 2,3  Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. "I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you."

v. 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" 

                     PRIVATE OR PUBLIC MEETING? > Cannot be Sure? 

EAST > Alone – Jesus would not want Peter to loose Face > Avoid all SHAME

WEST > All there – Let it all hang out > Restore Peter’s Position as Apostle

PUBLIC RESTORATION > Peter’s Potential Service NEEED BOTH 
1) FORGIVENESS from Jesus and 2) RESTORATION Among the Brothers

vs. 21,22 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me."
Jesus to Peter > John IS YOUR BROTHER > NOT YOUR SERVANT

The personal relationship between the Lord and the individual Christians, including issues like the future form and sphere of their service, the degree of their obedience, or the quality of their contribution, is ‘holy ground,’ sacred to the individuals concerned. We may not walk there unless with express invitation and clear obligation, and even then only with the greatest sensitivity and reserve. The ministries of Peter and John would be different. Peter would be the shepherd, John the seer; Peter the preacher, John the penman; Peter the foundational witness, John the faithful writer; Peter would die in agony and passion of martyrdom, John would live to great age and pass away in quiet serenity.











Bruce Milne 

WE DO NOT PASS THROUGH THIS JOURNEY ALONE > Family of Faith

NOT Called to Look at OTHERS and their DEALINGS with GOD > JESUS

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses…Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith
Hebrews 12.1-2

Witnesses Surround Us > FOCUS like a LASER BEAM on JESUS our FAITH

b. With the Spirit > DISCIPLES are MISSING SOMETHING at this POINT
Lacking Confidence >  v. 12 None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord.
STILL STRANGE / STRAINED > Master who DIED, NOW ALIVE, BODILY

RISEN JESUS met them on EASTER EVENING > He showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

Luke 24.40-43

Lacking Unity > v. 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 

Lacking Purpose > v. 15 Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 

Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about…in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.








Acts 1.4-5

PETER in ACTS is Different from PETER in the GOSPELS > See GROWTH

PETER of 2nd Peter: Written Near DEATH > Even More CONFIDENT in Him
I will always remind you of these things…as long as I live in the tent of this body, because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me...We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.







2 Peter 1.12-16

c. With Jesus 

If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you…if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.


1 Peter 4.14,16

RISEN Jesus does NOT WAVE a Magic Wand > Turn Disciples to ANGELS

Salvation happens in a MOMENT > DISCIPLESHIP is work of a LIFETIME

JESUS of SCARS > Jesus who SERVES > RISEN LORD is a Breakfast Cook
vs. 9,10,12  When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught"… Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast."

Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Matthew 20.26-28

FLOOD OF MEMORABLE MEALS came to DISCIPLE’S Minds

Wedding Cana >Passover Meal > Night before the Cross > Emmaus
NEIGHBOR in UGANDA Livingston Nkoyoyo and family  
MECHANIC who became Pastor, Bishop, Archbishop of Church of Uganda! 

Young M. Wife – Alone with THREE Small Sons – STRANDED on Road

Broken Down VW Combi – Husband NOT AROUND > No HELP if he WAS

BISHOP passed by in Chauffer Driven MERCEDES BENZ > STOPPED to Help

Livingston Nkoyoyo the ABp > ALSO Livingston Nkoyoyo the MECHANIC 

Wearing His Bishop’s Gown > Crawls under Mrs. Blair’s Van and REPAIRS 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

John 12.26

Amazing Love and Kindness

OVERWHELMING > Does he love us this much? Who are WE that HE should?

v. 25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.
John must close by saying his own work is only a minute part of all the honours due the Son. The Jesus to whom he bears witness is not only the obedient Son and the risen Lord, he is the incarnate Word, the one through whom the universe was created. If all his deeds were described, the world would be a very small and inadequate library indeed. 





D.A. Carson
***************
John 21.1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into the sea. 8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 24This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.
**************
NIV John 21:1 Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 "I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. 6 He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.  9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught." 11 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 18 I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." 23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?" 24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 

